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Located by the long
established neighborhood
of Sallboat Benag,

out as something new
But that doesn't mean it
5 out of context with

lhe existing low-rise
homes nearby.
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Democratic Design:
Affordable Modemity at Kennedy Homes

Text Hilory Lewis

HOUSING DESGMED FOR LOW income occupants got a bod rop |::|ur|n-g the second half of the
20th century. Produced with some of the best intentions but resulting in some of the worst
“projects” that communities loved 1o hate, offordeble housing has been difficult for decodes.
Monatheless, there is o real need for residences priced below maorkel rates; that's the reality

'I:II: OUr ecOnoimyy.

Therelore, it mokes sense for communities to toke seriously how best to build such unils, either
as largescale complexes or as smaller, inkill projects. This con be seen o5 a burden or an
inferesting opportunity for communities to engoge in archifecture and urbon design. Sodly,

few locoles step up to that role with success,

Considering this, Fort Llouderdale should be opplouded for ils support of the new Kennedy
Homes, just being completed on Wast Browaord Boulevard. Designed with care and innovation
by Glavovic Studio and developed by the Caorlisle Development Group for the Housing
Authority of the City of Fort Lauderdale, this redevelopment of a former 19405 public housing
site is @ terrific reminder thot such projects con actuelly result in high-guality [but not high-

priced] architecture and urbanism.

What has been accomplished here harkens bock to some of the farsighted thinking of ecry
modernism, when some of the best minds in Europe focused on the challenge of building hous
ing for the masses — in axciting, rovel WS, Think back to the innovations of the Waissenhof
siedlung in Shuigart during the 1920s when the maosters of German modernism fackled the
chollenge of low-cost, highconcept housing. Admittedly, the goal then was not to provide hous-
ing for the least resourced members of society, but for fhe averoge user. Kennedy Homes and

its kind has o lougher program.
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CLOCKWISE FROM BELOW: A covered eniry
with V-shoped supports. Individual ferrace
with deep reveal painted worm yellow, Scored
stringcourses and mesh roilings odd rexture.
Shodowhbox window frames allow for ithe play
of light on the exteriors.



urban planning + design

Driving along the busy thoroughlare that connedts 195 to the heart of downlown Fort Loud-
erdale, Kennedy Homes' B 1/2 ocres stands out handsomely, which should build civic pride.
The eight new buildings are clean and bright with white walls accented by soft colors, Mare
than half the property is devoled lo green space, planted to crecle o landscoped environment
that should impress both users and neighbars. Mothing cbout the project reads as cheap or
bare-bones. Yet Margi Mothard and her team ot Glavovic hove somehow executed the project
at o mere $92 per square foot, Nothard wisely integrated awnings, singledoaded corridors
and overhangs fo create both visual interest and natural cocling. Ample balconies and parches
are part of the overall plan. This is no waorehouse for residents - it's o well thought out series

of homas.

The play of light and shodow on the buildings is striking. Thet so much of this detail coptures
breezes that can aid in reducing the use of air conditioning is all the more remarkoble. The
eftart towaords reduced energy use is supplemented by other green features. From watercan-
serving plumbing fixtures to recycled content materials, Glavovic has treated the project as o
shining example of sustainability. The green space is created through the use of native plants
and the addition of many trees. LEED certification is pending for both the low-rise and mid-rise

sfructures on the site.

Oine of the maore extroordingry ucr;umpli.shmenh‘. off K-enned:.r Homes is the inclusion of art
thraughout the project, Nothard has done multiple projects for the Museum of Ari Fort Laud-
erdole and iz the architect of The Girls' Club, an exguisite exhibition ond oclivities space in
Fort Louderdale. She is no siranger o sophisticated environments devoted to the visual arls,
For her work ot Kennedy Homes, she tapped into her extensive network to produce the
Kennedy Homes Collection, an assembly of work by locol and national ortists suppored by
local philanthropy. Mo small feal for aifordable housing and impressive even by the standards

IIIF I'I"IIJCI'I morg expansie EIE".I‘-E"DFII'HEI'ITS..

It cannat be stressed encugh how much of what has been accomplished here hos stemmed
from the efforks of Glavevic Shedio iself. There is o long history ol visionary architects con-
tributing not only their design talents but also part of their fee in order to improve o project's
stondards, That may not be fair but it shows how strong the commitment con be by designers

From water-conserving
plumbing fixtures to
recycled-content materials,
Glavovic Studio has
treated the project as

a shining example of
sustainability
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ABROVE: Although completed ar a n unbeliew-
able 5946 per squore fool, Glovovic Shudtio
took every opportunity for visual interest,
Here, security mash throws an slegani
shodow ooroess an exterior shoircose.
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who care deeply about their projects, Glavovic is o
real hera in this story, OF course, the Housing Authority
and the city also deserve kudos for making the project

a realify.

located by the estehlished neighborhood of Sailboat
Bend, Kennedy Homes sthands out as something new.
But thot doesn't meon it is out of context with the exist-
ing low-rise homes nearby. The designers acknowl-
edged the lecal urbanism in their mix of hwo-story,
three-stary and five-story buildings. Kennedy Homes is
oriented both towards its mony internal courtyards,
formed in port by the pinwheeling nature of the build-
ings’ plans, but also out to Broward Boulevard, o high-
trofficked zone. Considering that many of the
occupants will be seniors who hove limited mobility,
Glovovic mode sure that communal spoce for seniors
opens up to Broward Boulevord's animated environ-
ment. Farty aut of 132 units will be devoted to senior

residents.

Despite the tiny budget, the designers have occommodated community space for families, out-
deor play space and even o gym. The senior residents do not have ko venture far ke buses that
will ransport them off-site. The roster of amenities includes thoughttul design elements such as
a specicl artist-designed elevator lominate by Francie Bishop Good and furniture from notable
designers. Even the wall hooks received oftention; Glavovic vsed ones designed by Miami-
based IMMNOG.

Can this approoch be replicated or is Kennedy Homes an outlier? Surely, it is o forlunote com-
ing together of community spirit paired with the right teem of designers, developers and
municipal leaders. We are hopeful that it represents ane of many smart cammunity efforts that
benefits not only tenants, but the community at large. &
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