GREEN MATTERS

Putting Arts in the Park

AN ARCHITECT TAKES HOLLYWOOD MODERN

5 you cross three lanes of traffic on
LS. 1 toward Young Circle in down
town Hollywood, your destination

reaches you before you reach it 1t the sound of

i harp—actually several harps, glissandos
pouring from silvery posts outfitted with

speakers and arrayed around a hulking baobab

f the circle.
The installation, which the Japanese artist
Ritsuko

wave patterns,” miight seem a little Enya-New

tree on the western edge o

aho says represents the tree’s

Agev. But it’s an apt introduction to the thor-
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oughly er

ging new ArtsPark in Young Circle.

Young Circle (originally Harding Circle) was
part of the first master plan of Hollywood, a city
near Fort Lauderdale incorporated in 1925, In
the 19605, the city added an amphitheater, bat for
decades Young Circle, named for Hollywood's
founder, Joseph W, Young
acre hole in the middle of
vou walked in the

was a neglected 10-

!l.'\.‘lh' il ¥. “When

park, you were already on the

other side visually” saidd Margi Nothard, the

architect who -._fL'*_-\.ia.:'k_'l.l the new ArtsPark.

Like a

mandala at the intersection of

EY ROB JORDAN

evard-and LLS. 1, the carctully
programmed new landscape is a symbol ol
what Hollvwood intends to be, a vital center for
shopping and luxury housing

Hollywiood Boul

“I'm hoping that the park sparks a kind ef

¥, Mothard said. Even if people donl
tely understand it, as long as they ane

using it, she said, “that’s a connection.”

Envisioned as a journey through a series of

“rooms,” ArtsPark takes visitors throu;

gh quiet;

meditative nooks—in an arca Nothard refer

as “the reading room"—to concrete planters




ARTSPARK AT YOUNG CIRCLE
Lookimg south toward Miami. At 3
oclock 1% an ald backab tree; the
new children's playground is.at 7
o'clock: a visual arts building, under
construction, is at 9 o'clack.

The old amphitheater was

ady designed to holc

MAKING A MOLE HILL OUT OF A FLAT CIRCLE

he colorad
e children's
5 about five

From the top: Nothard ¢
concrels pavemant. as

schart and
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strolling, and an energetic fountain in the central
plaza, Now, instead of seeing Walgreens on the
visiters coming from the

inclined land-

far side of the circle,

are greeted with a

eight feet high al
creates a sense of expansiy
to explore. (Mot tor skateboarders, however, who
are banned from the park.)

As if trying to keep pace with the construction
of ArtsPark, which, with the visual arts building,
will cost $13.5 million, crews are rushing to finish

wesl ey

park’s axis—that

Scape

ness and leaves room

high-rise condos on the northern edge of Young
Cirdle. The cacophony af drills and cranes is
something of & recent phenomenon for residents
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tr..:mu..d .a.t SCI '5. o
i Los Angeles.

A GENTLE INCLINE

A walkway climbs eight feet to the center of the cincle.

hiborhood.

of this evolving nei

Familics planning to move into the new
buildings can look forward to using ArtsPark’s
intriguing new plavgroond. On an overcas|
morning, lers ramped around the padded
area. They spun on “satellite dishes” a

veen a4 merry-go-round and a tilted metal

LSS

be

mushroom, and children jumped on a kind of

rooted pogo stick called a “cattail™ A tew adulis

Chniee
the equipmenl.

looked o grinning, bearded man tried ou
“We're so proud of our new
park,” a voung woman said.
The playground’s popularity belies the strag-
gle Nothard faced in gerting it, and the rest of the
nark, buill. An url

Atlantic. University in |'.::.11'h1_.' Fort La

an design professor at Florida

uderdale,

‘They wanted to put a wrought-iron fence around a
very traditional, nineteenth-century Parisian park.’
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Mathard designed the colored

concrels pavement

ee from the
Architecture
in Los Angeles. For a time she was in

Mothard

Southern
(ad-Arc)
charge of the West Co
+Hawkinson Architects

She moved wo Florida in

got her masters deg
California

institule o

vast nifices of Smith-Miller

1996 and opened

her archilecture and urban
ked to designa
wanted t

0 put a
traditional,

Glavovic Studio,

design practice, In 2001, she was

pareho for the circle. “They

wrought-iron fence around a very
nineteenth-century Parisian park,” she said.
followed, Nothard, who was

i converts o ner

In the years that
born in Zimbabwe, foug
vision of a modern park and culn

I Leh W

estimation,

At community meelis 185, her ideas were
cized as being too avani-garde, and she probably
Iost a few locals
ic movement
talking about children |

ane woman at a mecting saying that she “clearly

with her description of “dynam-

when she was
NWothard recails

and inleraction

Maying

didn’t understand children and obviously wasn't
2 mother”
Mothard, 43, 15 indleéed a mother, of two boys,

ages 9 and 1 1. She recently had the double pleas-
ure (as mother

watching her sons frolic on a plavground she

and landscape architect} of

designed. Nothard’s children aren’t the only ones

playing in the park. Thousands showed up in
March for the official opening with musicians,
dancers, mimes,

troupe. Nothard was

hot dog vendors and a theater

ted !."!‘_-' tl

. he tarnout and
unfazed by the trampled fAowerbeds.

Iocking ahead, (rying

In fact, she was alr 1g &

10 ?-Ig'J:'-..' out how to make up for the loss of -|Ic|-

growth trees in the park after Hurricane Wilma
in 20
edge shade struct
but expects (o meet

5, She would like to install sever

al cutting:

s around the plavground

resislance oncc aga in,

“I'm going to have to go to war, she said,

with a laugh. =
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