She's a designer. She's a university

creafive. She's an explorer.

self-descnbed soccer mom
Margi Glavovic Nathard

Methard come to Fort lovderdale in 1997
oute.
her childhood

vears info young adufthood in South Alrica

vig @ st circuitous Born in

Zimbobwe, she spsnt masl o

the doughter of a prominent environmenta
middle child in the family of five

After marrying Kim MNeothord in South Africa,

PO T,

land Kim| came to the United States 1o
en their

harizens and explore the

Sauth Africa, they amived in the stafas with

odd jobs and frov-
States looking for

their bockpocks, warking

the Unitec

eling arou

ols in an old YW van for aboul

o year, Nathard laughed, "We hod two

rules: wake up svery doy with o beautifu

view, ond limit expenses to $10 o day,

ncluding fuel
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we's brilliant and successtul. She is

affended

QIS

805 whe
arrivad, A
good forfune to wor Frank Gehry

Sha- ulfimatshy hanars with o

masters dagree in architecture in 1772—the
warld her oyster. landing ot the firm of Smifh-
miller and Hawkinson Architects in Los Angeles

'-.._‘_u!‘lljzl;i sfill kenl one ool in ne ococemic dood,

teaching of SChAre and at University of

B (R A
5 subsequently offersd

o

at the advertising firm, Hill Halit

in Fort lovderdale to start the adverfising

theat would hondle the AutoMation

ogency

account ust hod their first

son, Digby, and Margi sfill determinedly

The couple hod

demanded, “let's go out and ry someth
299 MNathard was azked to teach

ol Florida Atlantic University (FALY os on

neswl In

adjiunct professer in the new architeciure

department. After the birth of her second son
Devon

firm,

O'Connor. Rather than

Glovovic Studios with partner Terence

CevaiopIing rapd Iy

ntz a lorge, commeecial firm, Mothard ond

O'Cannor focused on clients 1 ¢ interested

n architecture and design

Mothard's. concantration an beth architechurs

and desian is refiected bath in her profess

Already feaching in

the architecture school, in 2

ol and academic infer

(0, Nothard waos

Departmen: of Urban and

invited by FALs
Regional Planning to leach uroan design. "Fot

me, It's interesting working in the fields of

iiteciure and design to teach fulime in the
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planning depariment. | feoch the
architecture students urban design
ond fthe urban design studants, archi
tecture,” she noled, “and | am sort ol
o bridge between the two." With an
aclive practice, she is uniguety
poised to incorporofe both, ‘and she
is able to present her studeats with
real life siuations. | urge o very cre-
ative- ouflock to problem selving. |
don't believe thal real life or ccode
min precludes you from being cre-
afive in terms of problam—salving,”
she soig

Mothord holds o deep respect for her st
dents, knowing that fhese individuals will uli-
mately moke o contribufion fo cur world
enjoying the engoging discourse that comes
from the swdent teacher inferocfion. " don't
feel like | em out there giving them informa:
fien. | feel that | om directing their brains.

prefer to teach them how to think. it's more
about haornessing their infelligence and cre
afivity rother than imposing knowledge on
fhem,” she “exploined. The discourse ond
curiosity encouraged in ocodamio aollow
Mothard to confinually question her work and
tha way that she goes abaeul her own problem
solving, She noted, “It's o shared exercise For
tne; it's why | teach. It keeps me on my loes.”

Through her involvement with FAL, she has
(6 b .:'JECI:H'HE active an numercus L'lU"_‘"dS ang
committees, further Incorporoting and
enhancing her dual role ef practitioner and
ocodemic, “Working with city lzaders on the
City of Fort louderdole Downtown Master
Plan Steering Commitiee was o greot oppor-
tunity fo engoge in some of the challenges of
the city and how it has to grow,” she
exploined. She also served for several years
on Broward County's Public Art and Design
Committes, encouraging and examining the
tole of public art in urbon spaces, and sfill
serves on the City of Fort Louderdale's
Historic Praservation Boord. "My profession-

Museum of Art/Fort Lauderdale

. -
Sy Lodts. Rendering by Posced Camm ol Gigwowic Studio. Propsct Design
Anthony Abbate and Aarg) Method

al and academic work both involve selving
the challengss of creating good city farm and
good city spaces,” Mothard said.

Her projects are numerous and diverse—from
privale home renovations in quaint neighbor
hoods to her selection os. the design/architec-
fure firm for the Hollywood Arts Park. She was
chasen last year, alang with Aron Temkin, to
design a wayfinding slement and signogs pro-
grom for the Riverwolk Park threugh o
Broward County Design Arfs Progrom grant.
"It was a small but important project, as il
brought together so many components and
elements info one feature in an urban space,”
she said, Mothard also pertnered with Tony
Abbate and Murray Bryntessen as develop-
ars/designers an the Sky lohs project in
Flagler Villags. She is currenfly working with
Scott Strawbridge ond Fort louderdals new
camer Bill Burrington on o redevelopment firm,
Urban Blus

After renovating the lobby ot the Museum of
Art/Fort Louderdale last year, her Frm waos
maore recenfly invitec bock fo design o new
exterior stoircase leading up to the second
floor terrace ot the front of the museum,
pmong other museumn improvements for the
spcoming  King  Tut  exhibit. Mothard
described, “The slaircase perches as close os
it can to los Olos Boulevard, reoching out
towards Huizenga Plaza, the Riverwalk and

Stair

the Meaw River, heightening people’s
oworeness that somathing is going
on here.” Just ocross the street, she
is working with Bill Sounders and
Bill Krall an o Dean & Deluco-type
establishment, B & B Gourmet Food
Emparium, on the ground floor of
Las Oloz River House condaminium,
Mathard is clearly excited about the
opporunity to wark on a spoce that
will ulimetely bring people together
in @ community and to a service that
will be in increasing demand as
people continue o move here.

Mothard, her husband and two sons five in Bill
Bigoney's. origingl house—Bill Bigoney wos
one of Fort laouderdale’s most notoble
Modeamis architecss in the 1950s—in Sailboat
Bend on the Mew River. “In locking far our ulfi
mate ploce to live, we scught out o ploce with
a strong culiural ervironmani and strong cultur-
al lifestyle, & place that wos growing [in com-
plexity, opportunily and variety] and a physt
el anvironment tho! we felt good obout”
Mothard  described. They found this in Fort
Llouderdale, as well as a place to pul dewn
roals and give back to the place they now call
home. Mathord also enjoys urhan life and city
living and tokes odvantoge of South Florida’s
easy occessibility te the world. “You con go
out or stay In and enjoy your local environ-
ment.” she said,  Mothard enjoys the outdoor
Fort Lauderdals lifestyle with her family—fish
ing, surfing or just beaching if.

Mothard belisvas that there is o genuine inter
est on many fonts to create o good
Downtown. | think there's a long waoy o go,
bt | tink we've reached a threshold in the city,
and pecple ars ready fo do what needs to be
dons,” she sioied, Her primary concemns ore
creating o pedestrion realm that iz shaded ond
inferesfing, with a srong, active strest life. The
pedasirian aspects must then be incorporated
ond interconnected with public ransporfation
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The stair is designed for the

Museum of Ar
stair was fo provide access to the second floor terrace for the King Tut show. However, due

South Plaza, The primary maofivafien for the

o the vision and suppart of Director levin Lippman, Glavevie Studio Inc. was directed fo
cregte o sculptural and permaonent stair that will serve fo animate ne entrance to the muse-

um and ploza. The stair perches

on the sloped plaza like @ mangr

ave—whimsical and

expressive. It is designed out of structural steel, woven stainless stegl mash, aluminum grot-
ing and glass. It allows not just for access up to the terrace, but alse for viewing the city
It is located in the canopy of the Royal Palms, allowing the viewsr to enjoy being in this
unique graen frond environment. On the ground, the bridge element of the stairs is @ placs
io gather under, to be in the plaza ond to direct you inte the museum entrance. The shad:
ows of tha siairs dance an the concave wall of the museum like lines in o changing draw-
ing, camplementing the sxisting building * Margi Glavovic Nethard
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